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Implementation strategies and challenges of an objective structured clinical examination using
perioperative case scenarios to enhance nursing practice competency in students
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Abstract: Purpose : This study aimed to organize the content and strategies of an Objective
Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) using perioperative case scenarios and to
examine its effectiveness and challenges in enhancing students’ nursing practice
competencies.

Methods : Records of faculty discussions, meeting minutes, and instructional materials
from six academic years between 2019 and 2024 were reviewed and analyzed to
identify strategies and challenges related to the implementation of the OSCE.

Results : In the OSCE using perioperative case scenarios, many students were able
to assess postoperative pain and provide practical assistance for the prevention of
respiratory complications. However, it was difficult to evaluate students’ medical
knowledge related to the procedures, the rationale for care, and their ability to
explain these to patients.

Discussion : The OSCE is not merely a skills examination but also a repeated
practice opportunity following simulations, lectures, and self-directed learning. It
was effective as a learning process that promotes deeper acquisition of knowledge,

judgment, and skills. On the other hand, to adequately assess students’ understanding
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of knowledge and care rationales, it is necessary to incorporate written examinations,

further validate the evaluation items, and strengthen alignment with other courses.
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Keywords : Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE), perioperative nursing, nursing

education, practice competency
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