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Collaboration Between Ward Nurses and Discharge Coordinators for Discharge Support
for Medically Fragile Children in General Hospitals (including Pediatric Community Support Hospitals)
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Abstract : Purpose : This study aims to clarify the actual practices of discharge support for
medically fragile children in general hospitals (including pediatric community support
hospitals) and how ward nurses think of and act for collaboration with discharge
coordinators by interviewing ward nurses.

Methods : We conducted interviews with ten ward nurses who had experience
collaborating with discharge coordinators to support the discharge of medically fragile
children, and analyzed the data using qualitative inductive methods. To develop the
interview guide, a home-based care transition sheet that visualizes the support till
home-based care for medically fragile children was created.

Results : For the ideas and actions to facilitate smooth collaboration, three key
categories were identified: ‘Sharing information on the ward as needed,” ‘Sharing
mutual progress and information during conferences,” and ‘Clearly defining roles and
responsibilities.’

Conclusions : The number of annual discharge support occasions for medically fragile
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children at general hospitals is few. Collaboration between ward nurses and discharge

coordinators involved standard practices such as clarifying role assignments and

mutually confirming progress.
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