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Objective: To clarify the needs for acquiring midwifery qualifications and entering a
graduate program in midwifery among hospital nurses working in perinatal medical
centers and nursing students in Wakayama prefecture.

Methods: We conducted an anonymous written questionnaire survey of 1190
female students of nursing schools and 700 female nursing professionals of perinatal
medical centers in Wakayama prefecture and analyzed the questionnaire responses
qualitatively.

Results: The questionnaire forms were sent to 1486 nurses/nursing students, of
whom 614 returned the responses (41.3%). From the results of this study, about 20%
of the subjects wanted to obtain a midwifery qualification, and about 90% of them
were students. Many students who wish to become a midwife are aware of the
existence of a midwifery major that is a candidate for admission and their admission
qualifications, and further go on to a midwifery major to become a midwife. There
were significantly more people who wanted.

Discussion: It was reconfirmed that about 20% of the subjects want to obtain
midwifery qualifications, which is not low compared to other prefectures, and that
most of the people who want to go on to higher education are students. It has become
clear that students who wish to become midwives have already begun preparations
for going on to higher education by collecting information on their destinations in
order to fulfill their wishes.
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