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Abstract : Objectives: This study aimed to clarify changes in intercultural acceptance, attitudes
towards using the English language, and communication skills of health sciences
university students who participated in an online short-term study abroad training
program. The goal of such training is to develop flexible thinking among health
sciences university students, who will handle interpersonal relations in the midst of
global social changes.

Method: Health sciences university students who participated in an online short-
term study abroad training program at Griffith University in Australia answered
online surveys before and after the program to assess their intercultural acceptance,
attitudes towards using the English language, and communications skills using the
Wilcoxon signed-rank test.

Results: Eight valid responses were obtained. Compared to pre-training, respondents’
concerns towards using the English language significantly decreased and their
confidence in their English ability significantly increased post-training (p<0.05). No

changes were found in their intercultural acceptance or communication skills.
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Conclusion: This study shows that language-related aspects are also stimulated by
online short-term study abroad training programs, which leads to changes in attitude
among health sciences university students.
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