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Participatory simulation-based program with the support of foreign patient simulators
-Changes in the nursing students’ perceptions-
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Abstract: The purpose of this study was to identify the changes in the nursing students’
perceptions of nurse-patient interactions in situations involving foreign patients, in the
hope to obtain valuable clues leading to the development of an effective educational
program for enhancing students’ capabilities and flexibilities in responding to foreign
patient needs. The participating twenty-one 3rd-year university students were asked
to complete the self-administered questionnaires both before and after the program.
Using “KH Corder,” most frequently used words or expressions were identified and
co-occurrence analyses were done to clarify changes in the students’ perceptions.
The findings indicated that students’ initial desire in taking care of foreign patients
underwent changes through experience with the program. Initially, students felt
it difficult, against their wishes, “for foreign patients to ‘receive’ ‘treatments’ they
‘themselves’ ‘wished’ just as the ‘Japanese patients’™; while after experiencing the
program, students began to show changes in their perceptions wishing to give “kind
and thorough’ ‘explanations’ so that foreign patients can understand.” The initial
role-conscious attitudes proper to nursing professionals underwent changes to more
humane and considerate attitudes with the emphasis on “deep considerations for
others”, “not causing uneasiness or tension”, or “careful of facial expressions.” Through
this simulation experience, students seemed to have learned the behavior and

attitudes that form the basis for the interactions with foreign patients.
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