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Summary

A I M S: A questionnaire survey was conducted to clarify students’ positive experience in
psychiatric practical training. The positive experience is the experience in which
students can find pleasure and meaning for the future.

METHODS : 80 nursing students who completed all practical training anonymously replied to the
questionnaire. It consisted of eight domains with a total of 32 items. “Domain I: Total
Experience” included questions on sense of accomplishment and satisfaction with
whole of the training. “Domain II: Patients” included questions on patients’ reaction
to students as well as behavioral changes in patients. “Domain III: Student’s Self”
included questions on students’ awareness to communication as well as overcoming of
difficult situations. “Domain VI: Nursing Practice” included questions on care provided
by students. Similarly, “Domain V: Ward and Bedside training instructor” included
questions on recognition and advice from ward nurses, “Domain VI: Teachers”
included questions on recognition and advice from teachers, “Domain VII: Training
Group” included mutual support among students, and “Domain VIII: Interest in
Psychiatric nursing” included students’ application for psychiatric nursing in their
future. Data was analyzed by obtaining correlation coefficient among domains and
among items or drawing band graph of each item.

RESULTS : Cronbach’s a was 0.94 in the case of the overall questionnaire and 0.76-0.97 in the
case of each of the eight domains. Three domains of “Domain III: Student’s Self”,
“Domain IV: Nursing Practice” and “Domain VI: Teachers” were highly correlated
with both of “Domain I: Total Experience” and “Domain VIII: Interest in Psychiatric
nursing” which shows the positive experience by students in practical psychiatric
training.

CONCLUSIONS : It was suggested that about 60% students had positive experience in psychiatric
practical training, and it was mainly related to intent listening, recognition and
suitable advice from teachers. For students, the good experience with learning was
that they could overcome difficult situations, they have learned how to communicate
with the patient, they have developed and they could understand the patient. Also
the students’ concern that they want to be psychiatric nurses in the future was

connected with having acted truly to themselves during training.




