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Summary : The purpose of this paper is to analyze the following research questions concerning

the role relations between school superintendents and mayors in the education policy

process at the municipal level.

1. What patterns of role rekations are found ?

2. How the patterns are related with functionings of school board systems ?

3. How the patterns are related with characteristics of school superintendents and

mayors ?

The data used is based on cognitive data of 1407 school superintendents gained from

a nation-wide survey research, implemented 2004, on school boards and education

reform at the municipal level.

The main findings are as follows :

1.Collaborative role relations, superintendent-trusted role relations, mayor-directive

role relations, mutual apathetic role relations are extracted.

2.When the role relations are collaborative, it is more likely that school board

meetings operates as policy forum, school board members are proactive actors, and

staff of central office act as active supporters to school boards, compared to other

types, especially, mutual apathetic types.

3.School superintendents' personal and intimate relationships with mayors, school

superintendents' frequent interactive communication with stakeholders, and mayors'

keen interest in educational issues are found as main factors for collaborative role

relations.






