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An influence by presence of external consultants over infection prevention behavior
of the care workers

Miyuki Sasaki, Erisa Sugawara, Satoshi Kimura

Background

Infection prevention among elderly people in communal
living environment is an urgent subject as elderly care
facilities increase in line with rapid aging. Care workers are
important key persons for infection prevention in the facilities
but there are many issues.
Objective

It is to study an influence by presence of external consultants
over infection prevention behavior of the care workers in the
facilities by reviewing a management system of infection
prevention and their knowledge and approach.
Method

Anonymous questionnaires were mailed to 62 supervisors
and 1,472 care workers that belong to 62 elderly care facilities
in Sendai city, Miyagi prefecture. The collected data was
analyzed to see the influence over knowledge and approach by
classifying the facilities based on presence of the consultants
and their specialty in infection prevention.
Result

The response rates of the questionnaires from the supervisors

and the care workers were 33.9% and 21.6% respectively.

Care workers at facilities with External consultants differed
from facilities that do not.

That is, it was awareness behavior at the time of infectious
epidemics and how to use PPE. However, it was observed that
proper practice was not necessarily performed

On the other hand, no difference was observed if consultants
were infection prevention specialists. Still, the 93.5% of the

care workers wished cooperation with them.

Conclusion

It was observed that practice based on grounds was not
necessarily performed although the care workers understood
the basic concept of infection prevention. The External
consultants (including infection prevention specialists)
should get involved in education and practice not only on an
emergency basis but also daily basis. The supervisors are

required to actively utilize resources they have.

Key words
Elderly care facilities, (certified) care workers, infection

prevention behavior, consultation, management system





