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. Objective

To study the situation of surgical hand hygiene in Japan

. Setting

1,125 hospitals with more than 300 beds and surgeries in

Japan.

3

4

. Method

A questionnaire on the surgical hand hygiene was sent.

. Results

The number of the replies was 443 among 1,125 (39.4%)

hospitals. Rubbing with alcoholic antiseptic alone was

employed in 3.2%, scrubbing alone in 35.0%, and both

depending on the private selection in 65.4% of the hospitals.

Tap water was employed in approximately 40% of the

hospitals for surgical hand hygiene.

5. Conclusions

Rubbing for surgical hand hygiene increased

dramatically in these years. Before the law revision for

surgical hand hygiene in 2002, sterilized water and scrubbing

had to be employed. It was not until the law has been revised

that clean tap water became possible to use for surgical hand

washing which resulted in the cost reduction. Rubbing with

alcoholic antiseptic for surgical hand hygiene has also become

available after the revision.



