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Difficulties and responses of nurses in pediatric wards for children with developmental
disabilities and their families
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Purpose : This study aims to clarify the difficulties pediatric ward nurses confront in
their relationship with children with developmental disabilities and their families. It
also examines how nurses respond to children with such difficulties.

Methods : The participants were five full-time nurses. Semi-structured interviews
were conducted, and the contents were transcribed verbatim. The difficulties faced
by nurses were extracted from their responses and converted into data.

Results @ The difficulties faced by nurses include [the child’s maladaptive behaviors],
[difficulties in understanding child’s characteristics], [difficulties of involvement
according to the child’s characteristics], [responses that the nurses found unconvincing],
[involvement with children, and work dilemmas], [worries about involvement and
care evaluation], [difficulties in team collaboration], and [difficulties coordinating with
family].

Conclusions : Nurses experience difficulties and dilemmas about working with
children and families. Their concerns relate to the characteristics of children with
developmental disabilities and challenges faced in nursing practice, including
dilemmas about involvement and work and anxiety about involvement and care

evaluation.
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