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An Study on enhancing Self-Help Efforts of the hearing impaired.
-Explorig the actual situation between social capital and disaster self-efficacy among the hearing impaired.-
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Abstract: Objective: This study is to understand the current status of social capital
(hereinafter referred to as SC) and disaster self-efficacy among the hearing
impaired to suggest enhancing self-help efforts for the hearing impaired.
Method: without limiting the severity of the disability, we included individuals
aged 18 to under 65 who have been issued a physical disability certificate due
to hearing impairment, and who are capable of participating in internet-based
survey. The survey items included attributes, the Cabinet Office’s social capital
index, and the disaster self-efficacy scale developed by Mr.Motoyoshi(2019).
Result: A total of 107 respondents with no missing data were analyze. (response
rate 11.8%, effective response rate 91.5%). The average scores of both SC and
disaster self-efficacy scale were lower in the items related to interactions with
neighbors. In addition, there was a moderate positive correlation between
the disaster self-efficacy scale and three concepts that constitute SC: “social

interaction”, “social participation” and “trust”.
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Conclusion: While A positive correlation was observed between the three

concepts of SC and disaster self-efficacy among the hearing-impaired, lower

scores in the interaction with neighbors suggest that building the mutual

trust could enhance disaster self-efficacy and contribute to disaster prevention

behaviors necessary to protect oneself from disasters.
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